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BOOK WEEK — JOHN SEPTIMUS ROE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
Statement by Member for Mirrabooka 

MS J.M. FREEMAN (Mirrabooka) [12.53 pm]: Mirrabooka electorate schools are indulging their passion for 
all things imaginative and creative in Book Week. This morning book characters galore were on display at the 
John Septimus Roe Anglican Community School. “Miss Smiley”, Sharon Murphy, the energetic library teacher, 
led the enthusiastic staff in a story based on the Book Week theme “Australia: Story Country” that was written 
by classes at the school. Students dressed in costume and delighted in teachers’ character outfits. Particularly 
amusing was the Viking “cutting up the floor” in the celebration dance. Students squealed with joy at lolly grubs 
being tossed out by Henny Penny’s helpers and were amused at “game over” when the Mario Brothers arrived. 
I was delighted to speak to the students and they all agreed with my love of books, which take us on a journey of 
imagination into the past and the future. Book Week celebrated 71 years this year and the Children’s Book 
Council of Australia is to be congratulated for its work in promoting Australian children’s literature. The 
students of John Septimus Roe Anglican Community School cheered when their favourite book was announced 
as the winner of the different award categories. Books such as Soon by Morris Gleitzman illustrate the 
importance of compassion and humanity in the face of prejudice. 

The passion for a good story and Book Week will be on display throughout schools in the Mirrabooka electorate. 
I look forward to participating at St Gerard’s Catholic Primary School, St Andrew’s Grammar School and 
North Balga Primary School through reading to students and donating a book to the libraries at the schools. 
Thanks to all the school librarians and staff for their efforts to bring books alive, because, as J.K. Rowling says, 
“Something very magical can happen when you read a book.” 
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